
Minutes of the Reading Room AGM 24/04/18 

The Reading Room (Seòmar Leughaidh) 
Draft Minutes of the AGM 

24th April 2018 
 

1. Present: Pamela Budge, Simon Clayton, Sarah Lister, Mo MacQuarrie, Wilma 
 MacRuary, Francis Mitchell, Cathy Myhill, Angi Plant, Debbie Roberts, Irene Ross. 
 Apologies: Angel Anjali, Isabel Beaton, Anne Galbraith, Morag Henriksen, Rachel 
 O’Connor, Angus Ross, Liz Shaw, Kevyn Smith, Jenny Till. 
 
2. Minutes of the previous meeting (25/4/17):  These are shown at Appendix 1. These 
 had been available on the website for perusal prior to the meeting. 
 Proposed by Francis Mitchell, seconded by Wilma MacRuary.   AGREED 
 
3. Treasurer’s Report: These had been available on the website and are shown at 
 Appendix 2. PB asked if there had been no book sales but DR highlighted that they 
 were simply recorded in a different place. 
  Proposed Wilma MacRuary, seconded Irene Ross     AGREED 
 
4. Chair’s Report: In the absence of KS, IR spoke to this report which had been available 
 on the website and is shown at Appendix 3. Special thanks were given to KS and AG 
 who are standing down from the committee. An outline plan for the next few months is 
 in place. Thanks to the  Scottish Book Trust for their financial support were also 
 recorded.  
 
5. Election of Committee Members: 
 The remaining 3 members of the committee, FM, DR and IR were willing to continue. 
 Proposed Pam Budge, seconded Wilma MacRuary    AGREED 
 Angi Plant had offered to stand. 
 Proposed Wilma MacRuary, seconded Francis Mitchell    AGREED 
 Rachel O’Connor had offered to stand. 
 Proposed Debbie Roberts, seconded Francis Mitchell    AGREED 
    Simon Clayton had offered to standing 
 Proposed Irene Ross, seconded Francis Mitchell     AGREED 
 
6. Election of Office Bearers: 
 IR requested that the election of office bearers was delegated to the committee. This 
 was agreed. 
 
7. AOB 
 There was no other business. IR brought the meeting to a close. 
 
  
 
 
Minutes by Irene Ross 25/4/18 
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Appendix 1 
The Reading Room 
 Minutes of the AGM 

25th April 2017 
Edinbane Community Hall 

 
1. Present: Judi Ferguson, Iain Oughtred, Peter O'Donnghaile, Debbie Roberts, Irene 
Ross, Angus Ross, Jenny Till, Rob Forrest, Harriet Forrest, Alistair Danter, Liz Shaw, Ann 
Galbraith, Anjali S. Angel, Francis Mitchell, Angela Smith, Wilma MacRuary, Helen Scott-
Danter, Kevyn Smith (Chair) 
Apologies: Charlotte Johnson, Morag Henriksen 
 
2. Minutes of the Previous AGM (19/4/16): These had been available on the website. 
 Proposed: Debbie Roberts  Seconded: Anjali Angel  Agreed 
 
3. Treasurer's Report (Appendix 1): The accounts had been available on the website. 
DR spoke to her report. There is currently a balance of c£900 in the bank, just over £200 
more than last year. FM has signed off the last year's accounts as an independent 
examiner. KS thanked DR for her work on the accounts. 
 
4. Chair's Report (Appendix 2): This had been prepared by Linda Henderson who was 
Chair for the majority of the last year before moving off the island. KS spoke to the report. 
He highlighted that we were constantly investigating potential meeting places to try and 
avoid becoming too 'north island' in our appeal. Edinbane Hall is proving popular and cost 
effective, but it is possibly deterring some visitors because of its location. 
He reported that over the past year the sessions had covered poetry, prose, biography and 
children's writing and that we would continue to attempt to offer a wide range of authors 
covering diverse genres. He recorded our thanks to the Scottish Book Trust for their 
support. 
A range of people help support the group either on the committee or by offering ad hoc 
help. He particularly recorded thanks to DR, WM, AA, AG, FM and IR. 
The programme until December is broadly in place although there is still room for some 
additional offerings. 
Finally he recorded our thanks to Linda Henderson for her substantial contribution over the 
years and her final Chair's Report. 
 
5. Election of Committee Members: The existing members of the committee were all 
willing to continue. There being no challenges to this, this was agreed. 
KS called for new members to join the team. 
Angel Anjali was willing to stand. Proposed: Angus Ross  Seconded: Debbie Roberts 
Agreed 
Francis Mitchell was willing to stand. Proposed Kevyn Smith  Seconded: Wilma MacRuary 
Agreed 
 
6. Election of Office Bearers: KS suggested that this be delegated to the committee. This 
was agreed. 
 
7. AOB: WM proposed a vote of thanks to the committee and Roger Hutchinson thanked 
the Chair. 
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  Appendix 2 

2017-2018 Accounts Summary

Balance at 31st March 2017 £917.18

INCOME EXPENDITURE

Memberships £422.50

2017 200.00

2018 222.50

Events and workshops £465.00 Author events £994.38

entry fees 235.00 meals, music 20.38

book sales 0.00 SBT fees 630.00

workshops 14.00 venue 128.00

SBT grant BWS216.00 BWS 216.00

Writing Comp £1,060.00 Writing Comp £905.13

Donations etc £334.16 Advertising, etc £102.00

donated books 83.50 m'ship 15.00

donations 250.00 Adverts,etc 87.00

interest 0.66

TOTAL INCOME £2,281.66 TOTAL EXPENDITURE £2,001.51

Balance at 31st March 2018 £1,197.33

Bank 1359.33 actual

Paypal

to clear -212.00

to bank 50.00

£3,198.84 £3,198.84

2016-2017 Accounts Summary

Balance at 31st March 2016 £721.65

INCOME EXPENDITURE

Anthology £304.50 Anthology £2.61

Memberships £325.00

2016 55.00

2017 270.00

Events and workshops £958.00 Author events £1,416.51

entry fees 323.00 book costs

book sales 0.00 meals, music 18.10

workshops 35.00 SBT fees etc 650.00

SBT grant BWS600.00 venue 112.00

BWS expense636.41

Donations etc £142.95 Advertising, etc £115.80

donated books 50.60 post

donations 82.50 Cuillin FM, SLCVO,etc115.80

raffle 9.30

interest 0.55

TOTAL INCOME £1,730.45 TOTAL EXPENDITURE £1,534.92

Balance at 31st March 2017 £917.18

Bank 1219.18

to clear -302.00

£2,452.10 £2,452.10
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Appendix 3 
The Reading Room (Seòmar Leughaidh) 

Chair’s Report 2017/18 
 

Over the past year the committee of the Reading Room has had a few (literal) ups and downs. Our 
Chair, Kevyn Smith, has had to stand back from Reading Room duties after his wife (Angela) 
suffered serious injuries in a walking accident. As a result of this, this report is more of a 
Committee Report, rather than a Chair’s Report. We are pleased to report that Angela is now 
improving. Also, another member of the committee, Angel Anjali, is currently out of the country but, 
through the magic of technology, is still supporting our work from a distance and is willing to 
continue with this. In addition, Ann Galbraith, another committee member, has recently broken her 
leg so is out of action for a while. We wish her a speedy recovery. Sadly these circumstances have 
led both Kevyn and Ann to make the decision to stand down from the committee. We would like to 
thank them for all their hard work and wish them well in the future. Hopefully we will still see them 
at meetings when they are around. 
 
Notwithstanding this, we have had a busy and successful year. The Reading Room has continued 
to offer monthly meetings with a range of authors and poets to entertain us with tales of their 
inspiration and work. Margaret Bennett ran a workshop on researching folklore and Scottish 
culture.  For Book Week Scotland (BWS), we welcomed Marcello Tully who admirably addressed 
the BWS topic of Nourish. We are most grateful to the Scottish Book Trust and Book Week 
Scotland for their continued financial support. 
 
As part of BWS, Ann Galbraith, led on setting up and running a writing competition for students in 
Skye and Raasay schools on behalf of the Reading Room. This took an amazing amount of energy 
and hard work: approaching sponsors, working with teachers to develop the information packs, 
liaising with schools and organising the judging and prize givings. The Skye and Lochalsh Echo is 
publishing the winning entries in the current and next editions, so look out for those. It is hoped that 
this may run again in the future, but it can only do so if we have more volunteers to help. 
 
Francis Mitchell has taken up the challenge of re-energising our Open Mic events. As you are 
probably aware several Open Mic sessions have now been run at different venues across the 
island, and despite the weather. Francis is continuing to work on this and would welcome any 
suggestions for venues or further development. 
 
The funding for 2018 will allow us 5 subsidised sessions from April until December and the 
committee is currently working to identify authors and poets who might be willing to visit. Our 
thanks, as ever, go to Debbie Roberts for keeping our books in order and arranging payments for 
visiting authors. 
 
The venue for the meetings has been an issue for us for some time. We are actively looking at an 
alternative but would welcome any suggestions. 
 
We would like to express our thanks to those members who help by distributing posters, baking for 
meetings, helping put out chairs and serving teas and coffees. You know who are and we are very 
grateful for your help. 
 
As ever we are hopeful that a few more people will join our friendly committee and help to steer the 
Reading Room into the future. Please consider if you might be willing to stand at the AGM and talk 
to one of us if you would like more information. 
 

 

The Reading Room Committee 


