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Over the past year the committee of the Reading Room has had a few (literal) ups 

and downs. Our Chair, Kevyn Smith, has had to stand back from Reading Room 

duties after his wife (Angela) suffered serious injuries in a walking accident. As a 

result of this, this report is more of a Committee Report, rather than a Chair’s 

Report. We are pleased to report that Angela is now improving. Also, another 

member of the committee, Angel Anjali, is currently out of the country but, through 

the magic of technology, is still supporting our work from a distance and is willing 

to continue with this. In addition, Ann Galbraith, another committee member, has 

recently broken her leg so is out of action for a while. We wish her a speedy 

recovery. Sadly these circumstances have led both Kevyn and Ann to make the 

decision to stand down from the committee. We would like to thank them for all 

their hard work and wish them well in the future. Hopefully we will still see them at 

meetings when they are around. 

 

Not withstanding this, we have had a busy and successful year. The Reading 

Room has continued to offer monthly meetings with a range of authors and poets 

to entertain us with tales of their inspiration and work. Margaret Bennett ran a 

workshop on researching folklore and Scottish culture. For Book Week Scotland 

(BWS), we welcomed Marcello Tully who admirably addressed the BWS topic of 

Nourish. We are most grateful to the Scottish Book Trust and Book Week 

Scotland for their continued financial support. 

 

As part of BWS, Ann Galbraith, led on setting up and running a writing competition 

for students in Skye and Raasay schools on behalf of the Reading Room. This 

took an amazing amount of energy and hard work: approaching sponsors, 

working with teachers to develop the information packs, liaising with schools and 

organising the judging and prize giving. The Skye and Lochalsh Echo is 

publishing the winning entries in the current and next editions, so look out for 

those. It is hoped that this may run again in the future, but it can only do so if we 

have more volunteers to help. 
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Francis Mitchell has taken up the challenge of re-energising our Open Mic events. 

As you are probably aware several Open Mic sessions have now been run at 

different venues across the island, and despite the weather. Francis is continuing 

to work on this and would welcome any suggestions for venues or further 

development. 

 

The funding for 2018 will allow us 5 subsidised sessions from April until December 

and the committee is currently working to identify authors and poets who might be 

willing to visit. Our thanks, as ever, go to Debbie Roberts for keeping our books in 

order and arranging payments for visiting authors. 

 

The venue for the meetings has been an issue for us for some time. We are 

actively looking at an alternative but would welcome any suggestions. 

 

We would like to express our thanks to those members who help by distributing 

posters, baking for meetings, helping put out chairs and serving teas and coffees. 

You know who are and we are very grateful for your help. 

 

As ever we are hopeful that a few more people will join our friendly committee and 

help to steer the Reading Room into the future. Please consider if you might be 

willing to stand at the AGM and talk to one of us if you would like more 

information. 

 

The Reading Room Committee 

April 2018 

 

Kevyn Smith (Chair), Irene Ross (Secretary), Debbie Roberts (Treasurer),  

Ann Galbraith, Angel Anjali, Francis Mitchell 

 


