
Minutes of the AGM of the Reading Room 25/4/17 

The Reading Room 
Draft Minutes of the AGM 

25th April 2017 
Edinbane Community Hall 

 
1. Present: Judi Ferguson, Iain Oughtred, Peter O'Donnghaile, Debbie Roberts, Irene Ross, 

Angus Ross, Jenny Till, Rob Forrest, Harriet Forrest, Alistair Danter, Liz Shaw, Ann Galbraith, Anjali 
S. Angel, Francis Mitchell, Angela Smith, Wilma MacRuary, Helen Scott-Danter, Kevyn Smith 
(Chair) 
Apologies: Charlotte Johnson, Morag Henriksen 
 
2. Minutes of the Previous AGM (19/4/16): These had been available on the website. 
 Proposed: Debbie Roberts  Seconded: Anjali Angel  Agreed 
 
3. Treasurer's Report (Appendix 1): The accounts had been available on the website. DR spoke 
to her report. There is currently a balance of c£900 in the bank, just over £200 more than last year. 
FM has signed off the last year's accounts as an independent examiner. KS thanked DR for her 
work on the accounts. 
 
4. Chair's Report (Appendix 2): This had been prepared by Linda Henderson who was Chair for 

the majority of the last year before moving off the island. KS spoke to the report. He highlighted 
that we were constantly investigating potential meeting places to try and avoid becoming too 'north 
island' in our appeal. Edinbane Hall is proving popular and cost effective, but it is possibly deterring 
some visitors because of its location. 
He reported that over the past year the sessions had covered poetry, prose, biography and 
children's writing and that we would continue to attempt to offer a wide range of authors covering 
diverse genres. He recorded our thanks to the Scottish Book Trust for their support. 
A range of people help support the group either on the committee or by offering ad hoc help. He 
particularly recorded thanks to DR, WM, AA, AG, FM and IR. 
The programme until December is broadly in place although there is still room for some additional 
offerings. 
Finally he recorded our thanks to Linda Henderson for her substantial contribution over the years 
and her final Chair's Report. 
 
5. Election of Committee Members: The existing members of the committee were all willing to 

continue. There being no challenges to this, this was agreed. 
KS called for new members to join the team. 
Angel Anjali was willing to stand. Proposed: Angus Ross  Seconded: Debbie Roberts Agreed 
Francis Mitchell was willing to stand. Proposed Kevyn Smith  Seconded: Wilma MacRuary 
Agreed 
 
6. Election of Office Bearers: KS suggested that this be delegated to the committee. This was 

agreed. 
 
7. AOB: WM proposed a vote of thanks to the committee and Roger Hutchinson thanked the Chair. 
   
 

Minutes by Irene Ross 26/4/17 
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2016-2017 Accounts Summary

Balance at 31st March 2016 £721.65

INCOME EXPENDITURE

Anthology £304.50 Anthology £2.61

Memberships £325.00

2016 55.00

2017 270.00

Baker Prize £0.00 Baker Prize £0.00

Events and workshops £958.00 Author events £1,416.51

entry fees 323.00 book costs

book sales 0.00 meals, music 18.10

workshops 35.00 SBT fees etc 650.00

SBT grant BWS600.00 venue 112.00

BWS expense636.41

Donations etc £142.95 Advertising, etc £115.80

donated books 50.60 post

donations 82.50 Cuillin FM, SLCVO,etc115.80

raffle 9.30

interest 0.55

TOTAL INCOME £1,730.45 TOTAL EXPENDITURE £1,534.92

Balance at 31st March 2017 £917.18

Bank 1219.18

to clear -302.00

£2,452.10 £2,452.10

2015-2016 Accounts Summary

Balance at 31st March 2015 1,618.48£  

INCOME EXPENDITURE

Anthology 767.40£    Anthology 1,277.99£ 

Memberships 612.00£    

Baker Prize -£         Baker Prize 7.69£        

Events and workshops 376.50£    Author events 1,567.49£ 

entry fees 134.50 book costs 182.85

book sales 152.00 meals, music 96.50

workshops 90.00 SBT fees etc1168.15

venue 119.99

Donations etc 304.24£    Advertising, etc 103.80£    

donated books 99.00 post

donations 193.60 Cuillin FM, SLCVO,etc103.80

raffle 11.00

interest 0.64

TOTAL INCOME 2,060.14£  TOTAL EXPENDITURE 2,956.97£  

Balance at 31/3/2016 721.65£     

3,678.62£  3,678.62£  
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The Skye Reading Room: Chairman’s Report to January 2017 
 
Dear Reading Room Friends, 
 
I’m sorry that I can’t be with you all at the AGM and will very much miss Roger Hutchinson’s good 
company. Your committee has asked me to cover the final period I spent as Chair until leaving 
Skye in early February. At the 2016 AGM I resigned having given a year’s notice as I knew we 
would be moving on. At that meeting there were no nominees to replace me but Ann Galbraith did 
volunteer to join the committee in a general capacity, for which we were extremely grateful. Kevyn 
Smith agreed to see what the job entailed and I agreed to caretake the role on that basis for as 
long as was feasible. My sense is that it was a year of such uncertainties that I am delighted to 
look back on what we achieved with our small band! 
 
At the start of the year we were still trying to make a go of using Taigh na Sgire and hoping that a 
central Portree base would draw more people in. Sadly, this proved not to be the case and the poor 
lighting and atmosphere there drove us to cast around again for a new venue. Although we have 
tried hard to be a Skye-wide organisation, for all of the usual reasons of geography etc, we have 
become a north-west centred group. The Edinbane Community Hall and its nearby Inn have 
proved a cosy and friendly environment although the putting out and away of the chairs and tables 
is an added burden.  
 
But to the writers – which is what we’re about, after all! Mike Russell brought us a dystopian tale of 
a Skye-like Island in April. In May it was my absolute pleasure after a prolonged period of courtship 
to welcome Lesley Glaister and Andrew Grieg to a workshop and evening session of prose, poetry 
and song. Our thanks to the Sligachan Hotel for hosting this. June saw our move to Edinbane and 
who else but Lady Claire MacDonald to fill the Hall in every way with her delightful stories of a life 
well-lived, making light of all the hard work that she and her family have done to run Kinloch Lodge 
and to promote Skye.  
 
There could not have been a greater contrast than to have Glasgow poet, Nick Brooks visit in July. 
We had hoped that Zoe Strachan would be our August guest but she had to pull out for personal 
reasons late on. The Scottish Book Trust, whose support I will mention later, allowed us to carry 
forward her two sessions, which were used earlier this year. Kevyn, who had claimed to know 
nobody (HaHa!) then mentioned “the trig point book”: Debbie has hill-climbing sons and hey presto 
the brilliant September meeting with Ian Stewart and Alistair Christie was organised. Simply, it was 
a gas! (Kevyn, Debbie & I are of a certain vintage…) 
 
From there I left you a string of Hendersons – Jennifer Morag with her fascinating biography of 
Josephine Tey. A very accomplished speaker, it was a shame not more attended. In November 
Barbara Henderson brought us her tale set in the time of the Clearances. Ostensibly a children’s 
book it reads very well for all ages. Since then you will have welcomed Margot Henderson, too. 
 
The Committee also organised another ‘Three Good Reads’ which brought out a great discussion 
and thanks go to the contributors. 
 
My final act, then, is to record a huge thank-you to the Live Literature Fund run by the Scottish 
Book Trust. Without their funding support we could not bring such a wide variety of writers to your 
doorstep. And, of course, thanks and appreciation to Debbie, Irene, Kevyn and Ann as your 
committee and also to Wilma and Angel, in particular, who are willing do-ers when asked. 
 
I see the full programme coming up for this year and know that Skye Reading Room will continue 
to engage and flourish whoever takes over the reins. 
 
Linda Henderson 
Glenferness April 2017 


