
READING ROOM – REPORT FROM THE CHAIR, 19 APRIL 2016 
 
We have had another exciting year with a good range of visiting writers and the launch of the second volume 

in our anthology series. However our future remains in the balance. 
 

Review of 2015/2016: 
 

We have had the pleasure of the company of the writers, Kenneth Steven, Ian Stephens, Roger Hutchinson, 
Louise Welsh, Brian Johnstone and Trio Verso, Donald S. Murray, Mark O. Goodwin and D J MacLennan. With our 
writers we have visited among others places, Lewis, Iona and St Kilda, been gripped by events in a plague-ridden 
London and visited the philosophical questions of a technological approach to mortality. We are grateful for ongoing 
support from the Scottish Book Trust Live Literature Fund and from Book Week Scotland in supporting some of these 
events by paying the travel, accommodation and half of the author fee. 

In September we launched the second anthology, A Stillness of Mind drawn from the 2013 and 2014 Baker 
Prize winners. Cheryl G Ross visited the launch event and read her story. We were admirably entertained by the 
Plockton Traditional Music group and there were other readings on behalf of contributors who were unable to attend. 
The volume is available from the Reading Room and from outlets on the Island. It was recently reviewed very 
favourably by Roger Hutchinson in the WHFP. 

 
At the end of October we held our first Retreat for Writers with a 3-day getaway to Raasay House with Donald 

S. Murray as visiting tutor. All reports are that the accommodation, food and tuition were of an excellent standard and 
I remain much saddened that I was called away on family business and could not attend. To run such an event had 
been a long-held ambition for my tenure as Chair. 

 
We have introduced a monthly Good Read for which a member speaks briefly about a book that they’ve loved. 

This came from another successful Three Good Reads event in January. 
 
We took a decision not to run a Baker Prize competition in 2016 as the Committee of three felt unable to 

undertake the work involved. This will have a knock-on effect on production of a third Anthology. 
 
Following the change in ownership of the Skeabost Hotel we have found it more difficult to use the venue. We 

thank them for their support. We used the Skeabost Memorial Hall for the Book Week Scotland event but felt that this 
was not a long-term solution. Therefore we have moved to Tigh na Sgire in Portree, which costs us £25 per event. As 
a consequence we have had to reinstate an entry fee for non-members to help us to cover this. We are happy to 
continue to review our venue; any suggestions are welcome. 

 

Outlook 2016/2017: 
 

We have again secured six funded sessions from the SBT and we are looking forward to welcoming Andrew 
Greig and Lesley Glaister in May; Nick Brooks in July and Zoe Strachan in August. In addition we have Lady Claire 
MacDonald on a return visit in June. There is one, as yet unallocated, session which is earmarked to be a tutored 
session for those looking to write for children and young adults. These sessions must be used by the end of 2016. 

A fresh application will need to be made in September for any funded activities for January to March 2017. 
 

Committee:  
 

Debbie Roberts and Irene Ross are two of the most incredible people I’ve had the pleasure of working with 
and I can’t thank them enough for all that they do. In addition I must thank Anjali Suzanne Angel – Angel – for being 
an Angel with the website & Facebook publicity and Judy Atherton for being an angel with the Free Press advertising 
and being on-the-spot support at the Raasay Retreat. We also have had ad hoc support from Wilma Macruary, Kevyn 
Smith, Liz Macrae Shaw and Val Fellows for which we are ever-grateful. 

As I reported last year I intended that I would stand down at this AGM and with our house now on the market 
and poorly family members taking us away, I have not changed that decision. Depending on the outcome of this 
meeting, I am happy to caretake until the end of August and give all the support I can to the new committee. However, 
it is imperative that new energy comes into the organisation to take us forward from here. 

 

Linda Henderson 


